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 1973 – oil crisis 
 1975 - Alcohol National Program (Proálcool)  - 

alcohol fuels (sugar cane, cassava and others) 
 2004 – National Program for Production and Use 

of Biodiesel (PNPB) _ research incentive for new 
oil sources  

 2005 – Specific credit lines for biofuels  
 2010 – Agroecological Zoning for Oil Palms 

(ZAE) _ EMBRAPA 
 2010 – Oil Palm Sustainable Production Program 

(Tomé-Açu, Northeast State of Pará).  
 2010 – Social Certificate 



 Expansion of oil palm plantations – Large 
companies grab new land stocks for the new 
dynamics of commodities’ international 
market  

 Characteristics: 

 Adoption of State supported technologies; 

 Various mechanisms of land and territory 
grabbing based on green discourses  



 
Company Total Area cf. 

SIMLAM (ha) 
 

Estimated Alternative 
Use Area cf. literature 

(ha) 

Estimated Area cf. 
literature, with Legal 

Reserve (ha) 
Petrobrás 

Biocombustível e 

Galp Energia 

12.557,13 98.000,00 196.000,00 

Biopalma/Vale 240.690,22 
 

80.000,00 160.000,00 

ADM No information 12.000,00 24.000,00 

Agropalma 107.373,07 43.000,00 107.000,00 

Marborges 17.782,59 6.000,00 - 

Guanfeng Group 903,1553 - - 

Novacon 

Reflorestadora 

No information 2.500,00 - 

Fonte: BASA (2012, p. 4-5 ); NAHUM E SANTOS, 2013, p.  78); MONTEIRO (2013, p. 3328);  
SIMLAM Público, acesso em 07/05/2015 e 30/06/2015. 



 Violation against the Constitution: 
 None of the oil palm processing plants in the Tomé Açú 

region, either with national or transactional capital, are 
authorized by the National Congress to own land above 
the limit foreseen in the Federal Constitution  

 
 Green grabbing justified by socio-technical 

rationales:  
 Palm Oil Agroecological Zoning (ZAE);  
 Recovery of degraded areas;  
 Family agriculture joining agroindustrial chains  

 
 [Elielson Silva] 

 



Tabela 1. Areas for oil palm plantations in the micro-region of Tomé-Açu. 

 
Fonte: Anexo do decreto 7.172 de 07 de maio de 2010 (apud NAHUM; SANTOS, 2015. p. 

317). 

[Lidia Lacerda] 



 
  A narrative to symbolically legitimate the 

oil palm as a new economic boom for 
sustainable development in the region 
 

 [Elielson Silva] 
 











 Land use in the 25 hectare’ plots  - February, 2012 
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(Lucinaldo Gomes) 



 Areas usually cultivated with cassava are decreased by 50% and 
restricted to the rainy season.  

 If the farmer insists to plant in the dry season, his forested area must 
be slashed for shifting cultivation.  

 As these peasants’ traditional shifting cultivation is based on a 
rotation of slash-and-burn areas and fallows, in the rainy and dry 
seasons, they will be pushed to slash their already small forested 
areas. 

 Under this perspective, oil palms’ biofuel will contribute to: 
 Deforestation; 
 Reduction of food production 

 
 

 (Lucinaldo Gomes) 
 



 2007 to 2009 – Land purchase around the 
community  

 According to Backhouse (2013. p. 18-19), this 
process of buying land from family farms, 
beginning in 2008, was observed in several 
municipalities such as Acará, Concórdia, Bujaru, 
Moju e Tomé-Açu.  

 Bucaia – a neighboring community – lost most of 
its residents: approximately 160 families sold 
their lands 
 



 The hypothesis: Resistance in Boa Esperança 
is linked to the community’s social 
organization, which allowed them to: 

 a) accessing public policies for family agriculture, 
such as the National Program for School Lunch 
(PNAE) and Food Acquisition Program (PAA); 

 b) intensifying açai trade, through another form of 
“integration” system  

[Lidia Lacerda] 
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