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Part I: Cidades Jardins

Uma pequena diferença: o assentamento
central é menor, uma praça basicamente





Southern Amazonian Fringe: 
Anthropogenic Forests and Cultural Borderlands

Heterogeneity: 
Spheres, Networks and Hybrids



Early Holocene Tropical Forest Foragers 
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Mid-Holocene
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Trants, Montserrat

c. 500 BC – AD 600

Gaván, Western Orinoquia, 

c. AD 600-1300

Northern Amazonia



Earthworks provide key:

Highly visible and datable, 

contiguous, and 

precisely laid out.

Remarkable patterns within 

villages, like today, but

much larger and

linked by curbed roads

across whole region



MODIS (8/2003; RGB)
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Southern Transitional Forests
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A Nação Pareci em 1720, 
O bandeiranteAntonio Pires de Campos 
(1862 [1720]

“These people exist in such vast quantity, that it is not possible to 
count their settlements or villages, [and] many times in one day’s 
march one passes ten or twelve villages, and in each one there are 
from ten to thirty houses … even their roads they make very 
straight  and wide, and they keep them so clean that one will find 
not even a fallen leaf” (Campos 1862 [1720])

Este povo existe numa quantidade vasta, e não é possível somar os
assentamentos deles, em um dia pass dez a doze, em cada um dez a 
trinta casas, e mesmo as estradas eles fazem tão reto e limpo que 
nem uma folha encontra
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Earthworks provide key:

Highly visible and datable, 

contiguous, and 

precisely laid out.

Remarkable patterns within 

villages, like today, but

much larger and

linked by curbed roads

across whole region
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The fractal person: body and landscape.





Hybrids and the Post-human: Is this arts or sciences?  

Then, they get complex 
(and the “Button Effect”)
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It used to be so simple!
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Things were complex!

Joining what we know about materials and social flows 

in contemporary communities with past settlement 

networks we can suggest this: 

The Xingu Great House (maximal otomo):

Northern Cluster

The old French master wrote back on the book, at 99, and was very turned on by the Houses
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X17 – Eastern House

X18 – Southern House

X22 – Western House

X6 – Northern House
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Hydrology and/or
environmental engineering:

Funnel resources;
Deep water hatcheries;
A supply line;

No deep water fishing; 
ideological barriers to really 
deep waters, hatchery 
preserves, big breeding pools. 

Theirs is a science of swimmers, 
but also carefully engineered.

Ours a context-sensitive science, 
as well?
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C. Mann, Science (2008)



Geoglyphs (Acre, southwestern Brazil)
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“An Amazon Culture Withers as Food Dries Up” (NYTimes, 7/24/09)

“Tacuma, the tribe’s wizened senior shaman, said that the only threat he could 
remember rivaling climate change was a measles virus that arrived deep in the 
Amazon in 1954, killing more than 90 percent of the Kamayurá.”



MWP
LIA

Medieval Warming 
Period (MWP): global 
warming and pulse in 
human populations

Little Ice-Age (LIA): 
decline in Western 

Hemisphere populations 
rise of Western Europe
(Guns, Germs & Steel)

Anthropocene 20th

century “Golden Spike” 
and Steel)



Grass Trees

ca. 3,500  BP, expansion of forest

Lagoa Tafununo
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Planalto Central



Dialogue, Technology & 
the Politics of Nature



AIKAX CASA DE CULTURA: OVERALL PLAN

Grey = block; brown = traditional Kuikuro
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